The American Revolution – Overview
About 250 years ago, the land that is now the United States was not a country yet. It was made of 13 colonies that belonged to Great Britain.
The king of Britain, King George III, made the colonists follow British laws and pay many taxes. The colonists did not like this because they had no say in the government that made those laws.
Many colonists believed this was unfair. They said: “No taxation without representation.” This meant they did not want to pay taxes to a government where they had no voice and no vote.
Soon the colonies divided into two groups:
• Patriots – people who wanted independence from Britain.
• Loyalists (Tories) – people who stayed loyal to the British king.
In 1775, fighting began between the Patriots and the British army. This war is called the American Revolution.
In 1776, the colonies announced that they were becoming a new country. This document is called the Declaration of Independence.
After several years of war, the colonies won. In 1783, Britain recognized the United States of America as an independent country.
However, not everyone in America was free. Enslaved people, women, and many others still had very few rights.
This is why Isabel’s story in the novel 'Chains' is important. While the colonies were fighting for freedom, Isabel herself was not free.
